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Geopolitical and Legal Hazards in the South Caucasus: A Case
Study of the Zangezur Corridor and Challenges to Iran's National

Security
Ali Mohammadpour,¥, Mahsa Tatariy
Abstract

This study examines the geopolitical and legal risks of the Zangazur
Corridor in the South Caucasus and its implications for Iran’s
national security. The Zangazur Corridor, a transit route connecting
the Republic of Azerbaijan with Nakhchivan through Armenia’s
Syunik province, poses a direct challenge to territorial sovereignty
and integrity by granting long-term development and management
rights to an international consortium while limiting Armenia’s
operational control. Using a qualitative approach, content and
thematic analysis of secondary sources, including legal documents,
scholarly articles, and news reports, the study identifies the
corridor’s geopolitical, legal, and security consequences. Findings
indicate that the corridor’s activation reduces Iran’s role in north—
south and east—west transit networks, strengthens the influence of
extraregional actors, and reconfigures the balance of power in the
South Caucasus. Furthermore, legal ambiguities surrounding the
corridor create potential threats to Armenia’s governance stability
and may establish risky precedents in territorial international law.
The study highlights that managing Zangazur’s risks requires an
integrated approach combining geopolitics, international law, and
national security to mitigate adverse effects on Iran.

Keywords: Zangazur Corridor, Geopolitical-Legal Risks, Iran’s
Security, South Caucasus, Cross-Border Transit Regime National
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