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Cognitive Battle and Perception Management in Contemporary Conflicts; 
Analysis of Decision-Makers' Cognitive Errors in the 12-Day War
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Abstract
Cognitive warfare, as one of the key dimensions in contemporary strategic 
conflicts, has a great impact on the strategic decisions of statesmen and 
decision-makers. This article, relying on the literature of cognitive 
psychology and cognitive science as well as foreign policy analysis, analyzes 
cognitive errors in macro-decision-making in the 12-day war between Israel-
America and Iran in 1404. The purpose of this research is to examine the 
causes and effects of cognitive errors in the policies of Iran and its enemies 
and to analyze how these errors affect the management of perception and 
policy-making in this war. Accordingly, the main question of the article is: 
What are the cognitive errors that are effective in strategic decisions in the 
12-day war? And what consequences did they create in the management and 
analysis of threats and opportunities? This research, using qualitative and 
analytical analysis methods, has examined the effects of cognitive errors in 
political and military decisions. The results of the research show that 
cognitive biases in threat analysis and situation assessment have caused 
cognitive-decisional disorders on both sides of the battle, and this issue is 
particularly evident in the failure of Iran to change the enemy's calculations 
(and this was one of the main reasons for the start of the crisis and the 
outbreak of the war), as well as in the assessment of the resilience of the 
people and officials and the extent of Iran's power by the Zionist regime and 
the United States. The article emphasizes that for success in future conflicts, 
it is necessary for decision-makers to systematically avoid cognitive errors in 
analyzing and assessing threats and to achieve a more accurate understanding 
of their enemies' calculations. 

Keywords: cognitive battle, perception management, cognitive errors, Iran, 

Israel, 12-day war.
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