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Abstract

The present study was conducted with the aim of exploring the experiences of the
founders of the Educational Complex for Warriors during the eight-year Iran-Iraq
war. This research employed a qualitative method using a phenomenological
approach. The researchers, through purposive criterion-based sampling, identified 8
founders of the Educational Complex for Warriors in South Khorasan Province and
conducted semi-structured interviews with them. The data extracted from the
interviews were analyzed using Colaizzi’s seven-Step method. To validate the
findings, Guba and Lincoln’s (1989) four criteria were employed. In this study, the
findings are presented in three tables categorized as objectives, actions, and
outcomes. The results indicate that the Educational Complexes for Warriors were
established in response to the educational needs of combatants, aiming to
compensate for academic setbacks, empower learners, and provide learning
opportunities both at the frontlines and behind them. These centers, through
measures such as holding classes in variable locations, recruiting experienced
teachers, and offering diverse educational structures, played a significant role in
promoting educational equity. Moreover, the experiences of the founders suggest
that these complexes extended beyond academic instruction and served as a platform
for promoting religious values, strengthening the student-warrior identity, and
nurturing committed human resources—achievements whose impact extended into
the post-war years.
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