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Challenges of implementing professional development that is effective in
increasing social status (Case study: Teachers working in Tehran Province)

Abstract:

The present study has examined the sociological challenges of implementing
professional development and teachers' social status. The research method is
qualitative and data-based (grounded theory), and its statistical population includes
teachers working in education in the west of Tehran Province. Based on the principle
of theoretical saturation, 19 of these teachers were selected. Interview questions were
designed using the Delphi method and with the opinions of experts, and their content
validity was confirmed by experts. The reliability of the interviews was also measured
using the Kappa coefficient. Conceptual statements in the social status and professional
development section were analyzed in three stages of open, axial, and selective coding
and presented in the form of a theoretical model. This model includes the core
category, causal conditions, contextual conditions, intervening conditions, strategies,
and consequences. The results of the study indicate that teachers' professional
development plays an important role in improving their social status. Despite the
existing challenges, there is a synergistic and direct relationship between the two main
research categories, namely professional development and teachers' social status. In
this regard, the role of teachers as the main, determining and influential factors is
crucial. These findings indicate that improving the conditions for teachers' professional
development can help improve their social status and ultimately lead to improving the
quality of education. As a result, this study emphasizes the importance of paying
attention to teachers' professional development and its role in improving their social
status and suggests that policymakers and educational administrators design and
implement programs for their professional development to improve teachers'
conditions and increase their social status.

Keywords: Challenges, Professional Development, Status Transformation, Teachers,
Education
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