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Abstract

The Islamic Republic of Iran is one of the most influential and dynamic political
systems in the Middle East and West Asia, characterized by its economic, military
advantages, as well as its intelligence and operational capabilities. It is capable of
easily shifting the regional balance in its favor and impacting parts of the vast
continent of Asia. On this occasion, it has always been exposed to various threats.
Hybrid warfare is one of the latest forms of aggression against Iran. This research,
utilizing thematic analysis, seeks to explore the characteristics and requirements of
hybrid warfare in the thoughts of Imam Khamenei. The findings indicate that the
overarching theme of the characteristics of hybrid warfare in their thought includes
18 organizing themes, while the comprehensive requirements of hybrid warfare in
their perspective comprise 13 organized themes. After identifying the characteristics
and requirements of hybrid warfare in the thoughts of Imam Khamenei, the findings
were prioritized using the Friedman test within the SPSS software environment. It
was ultimately determined that cognitive warfare and ideological soft warfare
ranked highest in the list of hybrid warfare characteristics, with a mean rank of 4.58,
while modernity and renewal ranked highest in the list of hybrid warfare
requirements with a mean rank of 4.46 in his perspective.
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